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personality of this one man could be felt by all, friend and
foe alike. This little, unimpressive man, with his cold
unemotional features, dominated the assembly by his very
presence.

Raymond Robins was sitting on the steps of the plat-
form. Lenin beckoned to him.

" What have you heard from your Government ? "

" Nothing. What has Lockhart heard from London ? "

" Nothing ", answered Lenin.

There was a pause filled by the staccato voice of an
orator addressing the Congress and the murmurs of the
tired delegates. Then Lenin said :

" I shall now speak for the peace. It will be ratified."1

He spoke for an hour and twenty minutes, coldly,
starkly, without unnecessary vehemence or emphasis.2
He spoke for a necessary peace, a preparatory peace, but
he made no attempt to minimize the harshness of the
German terms. " We were compelled to sign a ' Tilsit'
peace. We must not deceive ourselves. We must size up in
full, to the very bottom, the abyss of defeat, partition,
enslavement, and humiliation into which we have been
thrown. The clearer we understand this, the firmer, the
more hardened and inflexible will become our will for
liberation, our desire to arise anew from enslavement to
independence, our firm determination to see at all costs
that Russia shall cease to be poor and weak, that she may
become truly powerful and prosperous." To understand
fully the reasons why the Soviet Government signed this
peace of humiliation and why it now offered it for ratifica-
tion, Lenin said, it was necessary to realize the meaning
of the November Revolution, the main phases of its
development, and the causes of the present defeat. " The
main source of disagreement among the Soviet parties is
to be found in the fact that our opponents are completely

1 Raymond Robins9 Own Story, pp. 151-152.
2 For text see Pravda, March 16 and 17, 1918.
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